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“Va, chiing t6i ching rao giang chinh minh chung t6i, nhung rao giang Ptrc Chila Gié-xu
Christ, tic 1a Chua; va vi tinh yéu mén Pirc Chtia Gié-xu ma ching t6i xung minh 1a t6i
t& anh chi em. Vi Ptrc Chtia Troi — 1a Déng c6 phan: Sy sang phai soi tir trong syr tdi tam!
— ciing 12 Pang di soi sang tim 10ng chung t6i, dé ban 4nh sang sy thong biét v& su vinh
hién ctia Ptrc Chtia Troi noi mat Dtrc Chiia Gié-xu Christ. Nhung ching toi dung bao vat
nady trong chau bang dét, hau cho t6 quyén phép 16n dudng 4y 1 bai Ptc Chua Troi ma
ra, chir chang phai boi chiing t6i” (2 Corinhtd 4:5-7).

Dan Nhap

Ngay nay tai cac quéc gia thudc Thé gidi Thir Ba, than hoc chuyén minh tr sw
suy niém Phuc Am & hinh thai triru twong cla tang I&p han Iam sang sw suy niém Phuc
Am ctia moi Co-dbc nhan & chinh hoan canh séng clia ho véi hai muc dich song hanh
va hé twong: nhdm thay rd y nghia st diép Phic Am ctia Blrc Chua Gié-xu Christ trong
bdi cdnh van hoéa dac thu ciia minh va déng thdi qua d6 co thé rao truyén s diép Phuc
Am cho nhi*ng nguoi chua tin cach hiéu qua. Tién trinh ndy dwoc goi 1a sw hdi nhap
van hda, hay con goi l1a qua trinh bdi canh héa Phuc Am. Trong chiéu huéng nay, Hoi
Thanh Tin Lanh Viét Nam (HTTLVN) ciing dang tran tr& dé l1am cho s diép Phic Am
tr& nén sdng dong hon trong bbi cadnh sbéng d&c thu cta minh.

La mot déng gop nhé bé vao nén than hoc ctia HTTLVN, trong tdm cua bai viét
nay hwédng dén hai muc tiéu. Muc tiéu thr nhéat 13 trinh bay van tat sy hinh thanh cua
HTTLVN dé qua dé thdy dwoc viéc thwc hién cong tac hodi nhap trong qua trinh hinh
thanh ndy. Muc tiéu the hai la dwa ra mot s6 dé xuét cho viéc xay dwng mét than hoc

hodi nhap ma né thich hop cho béi canh hién tai ctia HTTLVN.

Sw Hinh Thanh ciia Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh Viét Nam va Cong Tac Hoi Nhap

Gido hdi Cong Gido La Ma da bat dau cong tac truyén gido tai Viét Nam twr thé
ky muw&i sau va da thanh cong trong viéc xay dwng moét gidao héi cé anh hwéng 1&n trén
doi sbng xa hoi Viét Nam véi mot nén thdn hoc mang tinh Viét Nam." Trong khi d6
khéng moét hé phai Tin Lanh nao dé tam dén vung dat nay, ngay ca & thé ky mudi chin
la thé ky dwoc xem 13 thoi dai hoang kim trong cong cudc truyén gido cla cac hé phai
Tin Lanh. HTTLVN bt dau dwoc hinh thanh khi cac gido si ctia Hoi Truyén Gido Phuéc
Am Lién Hiép (Christian and Missionary Alliance, C&MA)? dén Viét Nam. Nham dat dén
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muc tiéu da néu & trén, bai viét sé chia sw hinh thanh ctia HTTLVN lam ba giai doan:
1911-1927, 1927-1975, va 1975— dén nay.

Giai doan ttr 1911 dén 1927: Thoi Ky Giao ST

Cac gido si clia Hoi C&MA bat dau dat chan dén Viét Nam vao ngay 10 thang 2
nam 1889,> nhuwng ho khéng thé tim dwoc chd dirng cho céng cudc truyén gido cua
Hoi.* S& di nhw vay bai vi luc Ay Viét Nam dang & dwdi sw bao hd ctia Phap, cho nén
ngoai cac gido si clia Gidao hdi Cong Gido La Ma thi khdng mét gido si thudc cac hé phai
Tin Lanh nao dugc chao dén & ving dat ndy.° Vao mua Xuan ndm 1911, ba gido si dat
chan dén Tourance (Pa Nang) la thanh phé cang Ién nhat mién trung Viét Nam.® Cung
nam dé, nhiéu gido s khac ciing dén dé bat diu cong cudc truyén gido lau dai.’

Cac gio si ctia H6i C&MA gap réat nhiéu kho khan trong giai doan diu cla cong
cudc truyén gido. Bén canh sw chdng dbi ciia dan ching thoi bay gior béi cac dong co
tén gido, thi sw bung nd ctia Thé Chién Thir Nhat da giang mot don nang né trén luc
lwong nhd yéu clia cac gido si Tin Lanh tai Viét Nam. Vao thang 12 nam 1915, chinh
quyén Phap ra lénh cAm khéng cho cac gido si m& réng céng cudc truyén gido cho
ngwdi ban x&, déng clra cac diém thé phwong va cac cd sé truyén gido ngoai trir tai
Tourance, cling nhw ra |énh truc xuét tt ca cac gido si cé ho tén lién hé hodc bat ngudn
tr Blre qudc.® Tuy nhién, dén ndm 1918 thi s cac gido si tang dén chin. Sé gido si tang
gap d6i nam 1921 va gép ba vao nam 1927.°

DPén cubi ndm 1927 da c6 hon 4.200 thanh vién va 82 chi hoi va nha giang duoc
xay dwng trén khap nwéc va ngay ca tai Phnom Penh thudc vwwong qubc Campuchia.’®
D&u vay luc lwong truyén gido hiéu qua nay 6 ra khéng can xirng dd dé truyén ba Phuc
Am & mot dat nuwéc cé dién tich réng hon nwéc Phap véi dan sé khoang chirng 20 triéu
nguoi."”

Cong tac hdi nhap dang chi y nhat dwoc thwe hién trong thoi gian nay 1a viéc

dich Kinh Thanh sang ngén ng ban xt. Dy an dich thuat Kinh Thanh dwoc bat dau vao
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ndam 1914 va hoan thanh nam 1926."? Muc dich tiéu biéu cda coéng cudc phién dich la nd
lwc dem st diép Phuc Am dén gan véi ngdn nglv ciia ngwdi dan. Dé cho ban dich dwoc
chuan xac, cac gido si da phai danh rat nhiéu thdi gian, cdng strc va cac ngudn tai luc
nham xay dwng nén tang can ban cho céng cudc phién dich. Bu lai, tién trinh phién dich
Kinh Thanh ¢6 loi ich trao dbi ciia nd; rat nhiéu khi cac gido si thdy wéc mudn cia ho
tang cao trong tién trinh phién dich do “khao khac clia nhirng ngwdi ban x& dugc thic
day bdi vién canh phién dich Kinh Thanh sang tiéng ban dia.”"® Trong tién trinh phién
dich Kinh Thanh, ngdn ngir déng vai trd nhw mét cdng cu, nhwng déng thdi néd ciing
mang dac tinh hdi nhap. Sy phién dich Kinh Thanh dwa trén gia dinh réng ngén nglr ban
x& c6 mot mdi quan hé véi Phic Am, ma né biéu hién qua viéc chap nhan st dung
nhirng khai niém va thuat ngir trong ngén ng ban x&r dé dién ta cac pham tru trong tam
ctia Kinh Thanh." Mét vi du dang chu v 1a khai niém Pao dwoc str dung dé dién dat khai
niém dabar trong tiéng Hé-bo-ro' va khai niém logos trong tiéng Hy Lap.™

Hau hét cac gido sT dwoc yéu cau théng thao ngdn nglr ban x& khi dén truyén
gido tai Viéet Nam.'® Ngon ng@ Ia linh hdn ctia mot dan téc. Tuy nhién né ciing 1a vé boc
mang dén hinh dang, phong thai, va sirc séng cho sy séng y thirc, khién cho ching ta
biét tran trong nhirng hinh thai ctia cudc sbng trong tiém nang va sy da dang phurc tap
va tinh té ctia n6. D&n nam 1915 hau hét cac gido si & Viét Nam déu da coé thé ndi tiéng
Viét va xdc tién nhirng cudc luan dam tri thire véi nhirng nguwdi ban x&."” Didu nay gay
4n twong t6t dep trén nguoi Viét Nam, béi vi vao thoi bay gio thuwe dan Phap thwong co
thai do tw hao trich thwong vé ngdn nglr va van héa clia ho tai cac x&r thudc dia. Tuy
nhién diéu dang tiéc la cac gido si ctia hdi C&MA da khong tan dung kha nang Viét ngiy
tr6i chay ctia ho d& ndm bat cach day di hon vé lich st va van héa Viét Nam."® Nhirng
bai viét ctia cac gido si, bao gdm ca nhirng gido si danh tiéng, doi khi dé 16 sy thiéu hiéu

biét ky la vé co cAu xa hdi, vé nhirng tAp quan va gido ly ctia cac ton gido Ién, cling nhw
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ngay c& nhirng s kién quan trong nhat trong qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién cuta
Giao hoi Cong Giao La M4 tai Viet Nam.™

Trong thoi ky nay, nhiéu nd lvc dwoc dwa ra nham vwon dén ngudi dan sé tai
qua sach bao va tap chi. Viéc huén luyén Kinh Thanh cho nhirng ngwdi méi tin dao
cling dwgc chu trong. Muc tiéu cda viéc huén luyén 1a dé& “mang dén cho anh em ching
ta mot kién thirc Kinh Thanh xuyén subt, va qua d6 chuan bi d& ho rao truyén phic am
cla an dién Dirc Chua Troi cho dan toc, va dé xay dwng mot Gido hdi An Nam dwa trén
cac |é that hing sbng vi dai ctia Loi Birc Chua Troi.” %

Tuy nhién, chinh cac gido sT la nhirng ngudi quyét dinh viéc tién hanh cac dw an
ma&i hay khong.?' Bidu ndy khong co gi la bdi vi van dé& twong tw cling xay ra tai cac
canh déng truyén gido & nhitng nwéc thuéc Thé gidi The Ba: “nguoi ta thuweng cho
rang dwong nhién 1a cac gido si, chir khéng phai cac thanh vién clGa nhirtng Hoi thanh
tré méi dwoc thanh 1ap, méi la ngwdi quyét dinh tAm murc cla cdng tac ban dia héa.”?
Céc gido si thueng khdng nhan ra rang nhirng phwong phap va chién lvoc ho st dung
mau thuan ca vé&i sy day dd ciing nhw hanh déng ctia Chua Gié-xu khi Ngai huén luyén
cac mon dé dé tiép tuc cong tac ctia Ngai: “stv diép cé thé Ia Phuc Am, nhwng cach s
diép dwoc trinh bay thwdng khéng phti hop véi Phiuc Am.” 2 Nhiéu luc sw st sdng cla
cac gido si khién ho nhiét tAm dam nhiém viéc rao truyén tin tirc tét lanh. Nhwng ho
khéng biét rang tin ttrc tét lanh ma ho mang dén lai xa la v&i nhivng nguei dan ban x
b&i vi ho trinh bay né theo cach ma ho hiéu cudc séng. Gido sw Andrew Kirk, trwédng
khoa Trweng Truyén Gido va Co-dbc Gido Thé Gidi tai Birmingham nhan xét: “Ngudi ta
nhan thay rang thudng nhivng nha truyén gido rao truyén siv diép phuc am trong khi ho
khong biét nhiéu vé tin nguwéng, van héa, va bbi canh séng clia nguwoi nghe.”®
Giai Poan tir 1927 dén 1975: Duéi Sw Hop Téc

Sau mudi sau nam v& dat va gieo gidng, Hoi Truyén Gido Lién Hiép tai ving

DPéng Duwong ching kién két qua dau tién cho coéng khé cia minh vao thang 3 nam
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1927: Sw tb chirc cac chi hoi dia phwong rai rac khap Viéet Nam va méot s& nhém Tin
Lanh & Campuchia thanh mét doan thé & cap québc gia, d6 l1a Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh Viét
Nam (HTTLVN),? ciing dwoc biét dwdi tén Hoi Tin Lanh Bong Phap.?® Nam 1927 ciing
la nam tt nghiép dau tién cla cac sinh vién than hoc thudc hé phai Tin Lanh tai Viét
Nam, 1& tAn phong dau tién cho cac muc sw dwoc dao tao tai ban x&, va hoi doéng lap
hién ctia Gido hdi toan qubc.?’

Vao nam 1928, hién chwong dau tién cla Gido hdi dwoc théong qua, véi nhitng
dw khodn chi tiét cho hau hét cac van dé coé thé xay ra & bat ky Hoi thanh chi hoi nao.
V& mat té chire, hién chwong phan dinh ba cip bac trong co cdu diéu hanh cta Gido
hoi: Hoi thanh Chi hoi, Dia hat, va Téng Lién.?®

Nhin chung, céac chi hoi trwc thudc HTTLVN hoat dong tdt trong giai doan nay.
Diém trong yéu clia Gido hoi 1a khuyén khich phong trao tw dwéng, tw tri va tw truyén
ba.?® Bén nam 1941, bdy mwoi 1dm phan trdm (75%) trong sb 121 chi hoi ctia HTTLVN
da co thé tw lo vé mét tai chanh cho muc sw va chi héi ctia minh.*® Trong nhirtng ndm
dau thanh 1ap cta Hoi Thanh ban dia, cac muc sw va can s tr Trwong Kinh Thanh Da
N&ng tai mién Trung dwoc gdi dén nhitng dia diém méi. Sau d6 cac chi hdi tai nhirng
noi nay bat dau g&i tin hiru trong hdi ching ctia minh vé Trwdng Kinh Thanh dé dwoc
huan luyén nham tr& vé& ndm gilr vai trd 1anh dao. Céng tac hoi nhap ciing tiép tuc dwoc
day manh trong thoi ky ndy méc dau cé nhiéu khé khan vé mat chinh tri va tai chanh
nhw Thé Chién Th& Hai va nan déi ndm 1944—1945. Dén nam 1954 Gido hoi da c6 132
muc sw va can sy, 154 chi hdi va co s&, cung véi 13.834 thanh vién.*'

Chién théng cla Quan Doi Nhan Dan Viét Nam & Dién Bién Pha va viéc ky Hiép
dinh Geneva vao ngay 21 thang 7 ndm 1954 danh dau mét bwédc ngoac cho dat nuwéc
Viét Nam ciing nhw trén HTTLVN. Ké tir luc dé Viét Nam bj chia doi doc theo dong séng
Bén Hai & vi tuyén muoi bay. Sw chia d6i ndy khién cho HTTLVN ciing bi chia lam hai
t6 chirc vé méat hanh chanh. T chirc thi nhan van gi tén ci la Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh
Viét Nam cho ca cac chi hoi tai mién Bac va mién Nam, do hon 90 phan trdm thudc vién

clia Gido hoi ndm & phia nam clia vi tuyén muwoi bay. TS chirc thir hai lay tén 1a Hoi
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Thanh Tin Lanh Viét Nam Mién Bé&c, bao gébm vai ngan thudc vién tap hop & khoang
hon hai mwoi chi hdi va do mwdi bén muc sw va truyén dao quan nhiém.*

Céc chuwong trinh truyén gido cuing véi cac phwong phap da dang da dem lai sw
gia tdng nhirng tan tin hiru va nhirng thanh vién chiu bap tém cach dang ké. Dén cudi
nam 1972 HTTLVN da c6 45.287 thanh vién chiu bap tém va tbng sb tin hiru khoang
127.505 v&i 490 chi hoi va 424 muc sw chinh thirc.®® Bén gitra ndm 1975, con sb thdng
ké cho thdy HTTLVN c6 khoang 48.000 thanh vién chiu bap tém* trong khoang chirng
250 ngan tin hiru thanh vién.

Trong khi d6, s6 tin hiru cia HTTLVN Mién B&c khoang tir 2.000 ngwéi vao ndm
1954 gidm xudng khoang 1.200 ngu®i vao nam 1975. Nhwng thudc vién ctia Hoi Thanh
ngwdi Tay va Dao tang tr 450 nam 1954 1én 900 nam 1976. Bay la nhirng chi hdi phat
trién trong khi nhirng chi hoi khac bi thu hep.*

Lan séng nhitng gido sT mé&i dwoc bd nhiém lén dinh diém tir ndm 1956 dén
1959.%® Cac giao vu cho nhirng sac toc thiéu sé dwoc nhan manh trong thoi ky ndy. Céac
gido si hoc tiéng ctia nguoi sac toc, cé thé dung diia va an mam 6t nhw ngudi Viét
Nam.* Nhirng gido si nay tiép tuc cong tac dich thuat Kinh Thanh sang cac ngén ngi®
cla ngudi sac toc va truyén gido cho ho. Nhiéu ngudi trong sb cac gido si dén sbng &
nhirng viing nui cao d& hoc vé van hoéa cta ho dé cé thé trinh bay Phic Am cach hiéu
qua hon. Diéu nay twong ddi nguy hiém vi ho c6 thé bj giét do cac vu tAn cong trong
cudc chién tranh, hodc phai ddi mat v&i cac hiém hoa tw nhién nhw binh tat va tha di.®

Két qua cong viéc cua cac gido si va nhirtng Co-déc nhan ban dau rat dang ké
va cé y nghia. Dbi véi nhitng ngudi sac tdc, viec dwoc doc Kinh Thanh bang tiéng me
dé la mot niém vui khon ta. Sau khi hoan thanh ban thdo, cac gido si thuwéng trao chung
cho mét sb ngwdi ban xr ciing ngén nglr d& ho doc va slra van phong cling nhw ngi®
phap. Nhitng ngudi duwoc chon thwdng tré lai véi nwéc mét vi vui swéng: “Cubn sach
nay [R6-Ma] tuyét voi lam sao, déc biét la doan sau, bay va tam. T6i co thé xin mot ban
khong?”*® Cac gido s ciing thanh coéng trong cong tac truyén gido cho nhitng nhém

ngudi sac toc. Trong mot 14 thu g&i ban vao mua Xuan 1972, Gido si Charles E. Long
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viét: “Khi t6i dén Viét Nam, chi c6 Co-déc nhan dwéi muei nhém sac téc trong s hai
muwoi tdm nhom. Bay gi& da c6 Co-ddc nhan trong cd hai mwoi tdm nhém roi. K& to
ngay 1 thang Giéng dén nay da cé khoang 50 tan tin hiru va nhiéu ngudi da chiu nghe
gidng ma trwéc day ho khong bao gie mudn nghe.” Trong giai doan nay ciing cé nhiéu
gido si va can sy cha cac hé phai Tin Lanh khac ciing nhw cac té chirc Co-dbc dén
cling cong tac véi HTTLVN dé truyén ba Phuc Am.*’

Céac Co-dbéc nhan ban x& ciing dy phan trong cong tac hdi nhap. Am nhac 1a
phwong tién diu tien dwoc st dung dé biéu hién va chuyén tai dic tin Co-dbc cla
nguwdi ban x&r. Nhidu nhac s tré da dong gop dang ké vao nén am nhac cta HTTLVN.
Muc tiéu mot phan nhdm dién dat dirc tin cia ho trong &m nhac dan tdc, nhwng déng
théi cling nhdm dén viéc “dem dén cho linh hdn Viét Nam s diép Co-dbc dwoc dién dat
qua am nhac Viét Nam.”*? Cac Co-déc nhan ban dia cling nhan manh viéc tham gia vao
chwong trinh gido duc trong xa hdi, la diéu ma Hoi Truyén Gido chwa bao gid hinh dung
trong cac chwong trinh ctia ho.*?

Tuy nhién, sy hop tac gitra cac gido si va nhirng muc sw truyén dao ban xi &
Viét Nam ciing phat sinh nhiéu van dé, nhu thuwdng gép & béat clr canh ddng truyén gido
nao clta Thé gi¢i Thr Ba. * Thai dd cha me—con cai bdc 16 rd trong sw hop tac nay.
Muc sw Tién si Lé Hoang Phu, nguyén Vién trwdng Vién Than Hoc Viét Nam, nhan xét
rang: “Mac dau hoi déng toan qudc ndm 1927 da chi dinh mét Gy ban cac muc sw Viét
Nam cung lam viéc v&i Gy ban cac gido si, nhwng ban thdo chi yéu dwoc soan bdi Gy
ban th& hai. R4t it sw thdo luan gitra nhitng thanh vién.”*®> Cé nhirtng dwéong 16i hanh
dong va diéu khoan mang lai khéng it khé khan trén sy sdng cia Gido hoi. M6t trong
nhirng diéu nay lién quan dén tap tuc the cung t6 tién. Do dén tir mot nén van hoa dac
biét chu trong vé twong lai va vi vay khoéng hiéu rd tinh than hiéu dé, twéng nhé coi
ngudn ctia ngwdi Viet Nam, duwoc thé hién qua viéc ton kinh to tién dén mirc the clng
ho nhw than linh, khéng it cac gido sT da voi vang két luan rang nhirng ngwdi thr cing
tb tién la thd ma lay qui. T6 tién ciia nguoi dan Viét dwoc ddng héa véi ma quil Thir hoi

lam sao diéu nay khong gay sw chéng dbi gitra nguwdi chwa tin? O day ta khéng co y néi
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* Rev. V. S. Azariah, “The Problem of Co-Operation Between Foreign and Native Workers, World
Missionary Conference, 1910, The History and Records of the Conference Together with Addresses
Delivered at the Evening Meetings, (vol. 1X), Edinburgh & London: Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier, 1910
(19902, 309.

“° L& Hoang Phu, 179.



rang tat ca tap tuc thd cung hodc la hoan toan ding hoac la hoan toan sai. Nhwng néu
c6 cai nhin can than va tén trong ban chét hiéu dé cta ngwdi Viét Nam trong sw tén kinh
t6 tien dwoc thé hién qua tap tuc ther cing, thi cach gidi quyét sé& hoan toan khac.

Thé nhwng, thay vi rat kinh nghiém ti» cach cac gido si Giao hoi Céng Gido La
Ma, dac biét la Alexandre de Rhode, gidi quyét tap tuc ndy tir ba thé ky trwéc,*® hodc
dat cau hdi twong tw nhw cau héi ma than hoc gia Chen-Seng Song néu Ién khi 6ng
chirng kién canh mét ngudi me Viét Nam twédng nhé ngudi con trai chét trong chién
tranh: “Kinh nghiém ctia ngu®i me Viét Nam vé sy hién dién cla ngudi con qua cb qua
hinh thirc d&t mot td com [lén ban thd] cé lién quan gi véi kinh nghiém ctia Co-dbc nhan
vé s hién dién ctia Dang Christ qua L& Tiéc Thanh hay khéng?”,*” hodc hoc theo cach
Thanh Phao-16 thira nhan long md dao nguoi Hy Lap tai thanh A-thén khi 6ng cong bd
rang ho dang thé Blrc Chua Troi qua viéc 1ap mot ban thd cé khac chir “The Chua
Khéng Biét” (Cong Vu 17), thi hién chwong vach dinh rang thanh vién cta HTTLVN
“phai dep cac hinh twong va bd sw thd cung td tién.”*® Didu khodn ndy khong chi lam
cho nguoi chua tin c6 thai dd chéng déi Co-déc gido, nhwng nd ciing la mét trong
nhirng nguyén nhan khién “nhiéu I&anh dao Hoi thanh phé phan gay gat nhirng diéu
khodn hién hanh ... Mét sé dai biéu da nhiéu ndm nuéi mang thai do tirc gian gido vu va
cac gido si, cling nhw dbi v&i cac vi 1anh dao [Gido hoi] toan qudc.”® Nhirng cudc ban
cai gitba cac gido si va ngudi Viet Nam ban x&r doi khi tré nén ndng nay gay gat.*° David
Bosch, gido sw va trwdng khoa Truyén gido tai Trwéng Dai Hoc Nam Phi, quan sat va
trinh bay van dé vé sw hop tac gitra gido si va tin hiru s& tai cach sau sac:

Trén ly thuyét, cac st vu Tin Lanh dét trong tam vao viéc thanh lap cac hoi thanh tré va

tw 1ap. Tuy r]hién, thai dé cha me ban on hgé [Sﬂa ’céc Ag_iéo’sﬂ thu’c‘yng chong Ia~i muc‘tiéu

céng khai nay. Nkhﬂ’tlg 1cu<f)(':kbén paiséi noi ve "cgp h(;)l thgnh tw quan, tw du’(y'n:g, va tq

truyén ba,” ma noi bat & nhieu noi gitka thé ky muwaoi chin, vi cac muc dich thyc tien, da bi

dat Ién ké vao dau thé ky hai mwoi. Nhirng héi thanh tré bj twéc di quyén cda chinh ho

nhw la nhitng hoi thanh dé‘chi con dong vai tro la nhivng “dai ly” don thuan cla cac hoi
truyén giao, ma ho khong hé hay biét.”’

Nhiéu van d& phat sinh trong sw hop tac anh hwéng khong chi cac tang 16p 1anh

dao s& tai, nhwng ching cling &nh huéng trén tin hitu. Van hdéa cla cac gido si giéng

“5 Peter Phan, 94. Alexandre de Rhode giai quyét tap tuc ndy bang mét phwong phap hai mat: thir nhét
phan déi né bang gido ly vé tinh than linh cda linh hén, va thi hai bang cach thay thé bang nhirng hinh thirc
biéu hién sy tén kinh mang tinh Co-déc.

4 Chen-Seng Song, Third-Eye Theology: Theology in Formation in Asian Setting. Revised Edition
(Marxknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991), 168.

® L& Hoang Phu, 182.

9 sqt, 307.

%0 sdt., 307.

*' David Bosch, 295.



nhw nwéc man, con van héa ctia ngudi ban x&r gibng nwdc ngot. Sw két hop gitra hai
thtr nwdc ndy bién thanh mot thlr nwdc lo ma trong d6 chadng bao nhiéu loai sinh vat c6
thé séng dwoc. Khi nhitng ngwdi ban x&r bi rat ra khdi van héa cta chinh ho dé thich
nghi v&i cai van héa hop tac nay, ho khéng con cadm thdy thodi mai dbi véi ca hai nén
van héa. Trong moét |an trao ddi dién thu véi tac gia vao thang 11 ndm 2002, Truyén dao
Tinh nguyén Nguyén Thanh Hong tai Quang Nam viét: “... nhiéu khi nhin lai thi thay
minh chang giéng Tay ciing chang giébng Tau. Déi khi cling khdng biét minh 14 ai niva.”
Charles H. Kraft, gido sw mén Nhan Loai Hoc va Truyén Théng Pa Van Héa tai Ching
vién Fuller, thuat lai I&i cia mét nguwoi ban Nigeria: “Ho [nhirng tin hiru ban x(&] khéong
séng dwoc v&i loai chim trén trdi hodc voi loai dong vat dwdi dat.”>? Dé tra 1&i cho cau
hdi ctia Lesslie Newbgin, mét gido si phuc vu tai An D6 hon 40 nam, rang Diéu gi can
phai lam dé& Phuc Am dwoc chuyén tai cach chuan xac?, Roland Allen, mét gido si da
phuc vu tai Trung Quéc vao nhirng ndm dau cua thé ky 20 tra I&i: “can phai cé mét hoi
ching dwoc trang bi v&i Kinh Thanh, cac thanh 18, va chirc vy st d6. Khi nhirng diéu
kién ndy da dwoc thuc hién, thi cac gido s da hoan thanh céng tac ctia minh. Hoi Thanh
tré tlr d6 dworc tw do dé hoc, trong tién trinh trwdng thanh, cach thé hién Phic Am trong
chinh van hoa cla ho.”

Tuy nhién, céng tac hoi nhap dwoc thwc hién cach tét nhat khi nhirng tin hiru
ban xt cé thdi gian d& suy niém dic tin va van héa cla ho. Diéu ndy gan nhw béat kha
thi d6i véi HTTLVN vi trong giai doan ndy dat nwéc dang co chién tranh. Sw sdng va cai
chét 1a nhirng van dé ma nguwdi dan phai dbi dien méi ngay. Trong sw nhiéu loan chinh
tri d6, khdng bao nhiéu ngudi trong Héi thanh tré c6 thé cam thay 6n dinh dé phat trién
mot than hoc hdi nhap, d6 la chwa ké dén viéc cac gido si van con ndm vai tro diéu
khién. Sy chon lwa duy nhat ma ho cé thé c6 1a sir dung bét cir phwong phap va ly luan
than hoc nao da dwoc cac gido si mang dén nham cling cb dirc tin cia Hoi thanh va
thwe hanh st mang truyén gido.

Mat khac, do cac giao si cua HOi C&MA chu trwong bai tri thirc ma Hoi thanh
ban xt, mac dau dwoc thanh lap t» ndm 1927, chi cé6 mot sb it ngudi da trinh do dé
kh&i xwéng, xuc tac va thwc hanh cong tac hoi nhap, va do d6 két qua khong thé dat
dwoc nhw mong mudn. T khi dwoc thanh 1ap cho dén nam 1975 chi ¢ tdm vi muc sw

truyén dao da qua bac gido duc dai hoc, va ndm trong sb ho dwoc huan luyén than hoc

%2 Charles H. Kraft, Anthropology for Christian Witness (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1996), 32.
% Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1989), 146-7.



& cip Chung vién.>* Cac gido si ngdn can ca nhitng ngwdi co co hdi du hoc.*® Nhirng
cau Kinh Thanh néi vé ngay tr& lai clia Chia Gié-xu da ké can hoac cac st dd dau tién
chi la nhirng nguwdi “it hoc” thwdng dworc trich dan dé ly gidi rang Co-déc nhan khéng du
thi gi&> cho van dé gido duc, thay vao doé ho can phai déc tam truyén gido; va rang khéng
can cé gido duc bac cao, ca vé than hoc I&n x& hoi, cling c6 thé lam mén dé cia Chua
Gié-xu (va cla cac gido si?). Ban tinh hiéu hoc ciia nguoi dan Viét bi tir chéi; va vi thiéu
gido duc bac cao cong v&i sy kiém soat cla cac gido s ma viéc léo lai con thuyén Hoi
thanh chi yéu do cac gido si dinh doat, ca gian tiép 1an truc tiép. Do d6 trong mot thoi
gian dai Hoi thanh phai phu thudc vao sw cho bu mém ctia Mau hoi,*® va anh huwéng cta
né van con kéo dai vé phuwong dién lanh dao cla Héi thanh cho dén ngay hém nay. Hoi
thanh dwai thoi cac gido si khdong duwgc hoan toan tw do dé thé hién chinh minh trong
bdi canh van héa, it nhat 1a trong hinh thirc th& phwong, am nhac, kién tric, van
chwong, va triét ly da danh:;®” nhwng ngay ca khi Hoi thanh da dwoc mang tiéng 13 tw
lap, 1a HGi thanh ban dia, la mét giao héi cé danh tanh han hoi, nhwng van khéng dwoc
tw do dé thé hién minh la diéu dang phai quan tam. Do thiéu sw gido duc than hoc bac
cao cling nhw cac nganh xa hdi khac ma Hoi thanh sé tai mat co hdi tw phat trién mot
dwong hwéng hiéu quéa dé cong béd Phic Aam ma qua dé cé thé chinh phuc Idng ngudi
nghe. Muc sw Nguyén Hiru Cwong, hién |a Vién trwéng Vién Than Hoc Viét Nam, cho
rang HTTLVN da khéng tng trwdng nhw dang phai tang trudng. Hoi thanh khong lién
két dwoc véi van héa dan toc; thay vao do 1a trinh bay Co-dbc gido nhw moét tén gido
hoan toan xa la v&i moi ngwdi, va van con bi xem nhw ngoai gido ngay chinh trong béi

canh va méi truong séng ctia minh.%®

Giai Poan tir 1975 dén Nay: H6i Thanh S& Tai Béc Lap

Nam 1975 dem dén cho HTTLVN ca két qua tiéu cwc lan tich cwc. Mot mét, Hoi
thanh trén toan qudc gdp nhiéu khoé khan bat bé. Nhwng mat khac, Hoi thanh da va
dang phat trién nhanh chéng hon mac dau Hoi thanh gap nhiéu hon nhitng hoan canh
chdng dbi bén ngoai. Hon niva, viéc tt ca cac gido si da roi Viét Nam tir trwdc hodc vao
gitva ndm 1975 dem dén cho HTTLVN co hoi dé thé hién tinh cach cla mot Hoi thanh

s& tai hoan toan déc lap.

¥ Nguy&n Htru Cuong, 25.
%% Sdt., 24-5.

% | & Hoang Phu, 505.

%7 Sdt., 508.

% Nguyén Htru Cuong, 29.
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Ké& t» ndm 1975, nhiéu Hoi thanh chi hdi bi déng ctra hodc tich thu. Théng ké
theo nién giam cda HTTLVN, thi 121 HGi thanh chi hdi cia ngwdi Kinh va 171 chi hoi
cla cac sac toc khac, nghia la gan chin mwoi chin phan trdm cac Hoi thanh chi hdi cta
cac sac toc khac, bi ddng clra va nhidu chi hoi trong sb nay bi tich thu.*®

Vao khoang thai gian ndy, nhiéu muc sw truyén dao va tin hivu do so hai da tim
cach di chuyén ra khéi dat nwéc. Sé tin hivu ciia HTTLVN ndy hién dang gia nhap va
sinh hoat v&i cac hé phai Tin Lanh trén thé gidi, nhwng trong nhirng 18 the phwong riéng
bang Viét ngr. Mot s6 déng muc sw va tin hiru ctia HTTLVN td chivc thanh Gido Hat
Viéet Nam Hoa Ky, va sau dé6 dan dan gia nhap vao Gido phai The Christian and
Missionary Alliance (C&MA).®° Didu nay ciing dé hiéu vi ngoai nhitng ap lwc vé mat xa
hoi va ton gido, cac thé hé ké tiép khéng con bao nhiéu lién hé véi HTTLVN. Hién nay
c6 khodng hon 400 Hdi thanh ngwoi Viét Nam & Hai ngoai,®' trong do Gido Hat Viét
Nam Hoa Ky cé 76 chi hoi vé&i khoang 12 ngan tin hivu.®?

Sau mét vai ndm hoang mang, HTTLVN |4y lai dwoc sirc séng va bat dau phat
trién. Gibng nhw sw phat trién ctia Hoi Thanh dau tién thdi Tan UWéc, nhivng khé khan
bat b, thay vi hay diét HTTLVN, da giup Hoi thanh phat trién nhanh manh hon, khién
tin hiru trwdng thanh manh mé ciing nhw két qua hon. Bay gi& méi Co-déc nhan trung
tin phai tw ding trén chan ctia minh. S6 tin hiru Tin Lanh tai Viét Nam ké c& mién Bac
va mién Nam ctia HTTLVN va cac Héi thanh Tw gia wéc lwong khodng chirng trén dwdi
750.000 nguwdi vao cudi nam 2000.%° Trong khi d6, s théng ké ctia Bach khoa Tri thirc
Phd théng la hai trieu!®

Trong nhirtng n&m sau chién tranh, méi lién hé gitra cac Hoi thanh chi hoi, cac
Pia hat, va Téng Lién bi gian doan. Tuy nhién, khé kh&n bat bé da sang loc dé Hoi
thanh thdy dwoc nhirng tin hiru trung kién va nhiét tdm lam chirng vé dic tin Co-déc
ctia minh. Long sét sdng cla nhirtng Co-ddc nhan nhiét tam chirng dao da gép phan
khéng nhé vao sw phat trién cla Héi thanh. Nhirng nguoi 1anh dao va tin hiru cta cac
Hoi thanh chi hoi ludn phai bién gido cho dirc tin Co-dbc. Bay gid ho c6 nhiéu co hoi va
thdi gian d& suy niém dirc tin Co-déc va di sadn van hoéa clia minh ma khéng bi cac

ngoai luc chi phdi. Vao nhirng ndm truéc cac gido si la ngudi hodc 1a quyét dinh hoac la

%9 Nién giam HTTLVN, 1993 (Sai Gon, 1993), 33; trich trong Nguyén Hiru Cuong, 65.

% Ma tién than la Hoi Truyén Gido Phudc Am Lién Hiép. Dén nam 1974, Hai tré thanh mot hé phai Tin
Lanh nhw céac hé phai Tin Lanh khac (trich tw http://www.cmalliance.org/whoweare.htm).

" Theo théng ké trong Niém Giam Muc Sw Quan Nhiém va Cac Héi Thanh Viét Nam Trén Thé Gidi
(2001-2002) cha Lién Hiru Tin Lanh Viét Nam Thé Gioi.

62 http://www.vndistrict.org/Trung_Tam.htm

83 34 liéu ndy mang tinh phéng doan.

6 Bach Khoa Tri Thirc Phd Thong (Ha Noi, NXB Van Héa Thong Tin, 2000), 1093.
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ban on giam sat cach thirc ma dirc tin Co-déc va van hoa ban x(&r giao dién va twong
tac. Day 13 tién trinh diéu tiét d& thich nghi, nhwng né chi lwu chuyén mét chiéu bdi vi
cong dong dirc tin sé tai khdng phai la tac nhan chinh. Nhwng trong hoan cadnh méi, thi
hai tac nhan cha chét trong qua trinh hdi nhap Ia Buc Thanh Linh va céng déng dire tin
s& tai, bao gébm ca nhirng ngwdi 1anh dao va tin hivu cta Hoi thanh.

Trong th&i gian ndy, van dé xuat ban sach bao cia Hdi thanh rat bi han ché. Viéc
phién dich Kinh Thanh ra cac ngén ngi¥ cia déng bao séc tdc chi dwoc thuc hién béi
cac ca nhan riéng ré. Am nhac |4 hinh thirc hdi nhap twong déi dwoc ty do dé phat trién,
mac dau nhirng bai hat tén vinh dwoc sang tac trong thoi gian ndy it dwoc st dung
trong céac |é thd phuong tai Hoi thanh chi hoi. Cac hinh thirc hdi nhap khac khéng phat
trién bao nhiéu vi hoan canh chung.

Tuy nhién, Hoi thanh ching kién nhiéu sy khich 1& t& phia d&i séng hang ngay
cta tin hiru. Nguoi viét bai ndy c6 nhiéu co hdi quan sat va dam luan véi mot sé ngudi
lanh dao va tin hiru nhiét tdm ctia HTTLVN ciing nhw Héi thanh Tw gia & nhiéu ving
clia dat nwdc. Mot diém twong ddng ma tac gia thay & ho la sy ap dung dirc tin Co-dbc
vao bdi cdnh ma ho dang séng cach sang tao, mac dau khéng phai ai trong s6 ho ciing
dwoc huan luyén Kinh Thanh va Than hoc hodc ¢ hoc vi cao & cac nganh hoc trong xa
hoi. Trong hoan canh séng méi, méi Co-déc nhan phai thwerng xuyén tw béo vé dire tin
ctia minh, hodc ly luan va biéu hién dirc tin 4y trong nhirtng cach cé y nghia khoéng chi
dbi v&i ho, ma dbi véi ca nhirng ngudi séng va tiép xuc véi ho. Nhivng Co-dbc nhan nay
chwa bao gi® hoc hodc nghe dén thuat nglr “than hoc hdi nhap” hodc “héi nhap van
héa,” nhwng nhitng gi ho dang lam chinh x&c la céng tac ndy. Ho da cé thé lién hé sw
diép Phuc Am vao van hoa trong béi cdnh ho dang séng & mot mirc dd rat kha quan. Ho
da co thé truyén dat Phic Am bang nhiéu hinh thirc dé& hiéu va mang tinh van hoéa Viét

Nam dac thu.

Nhu Cau Héi Nhap

Khi nghién ctu ngdn nglr va cac biéu twong trong Kinh Thanh, dic biét 1a bdn
sach Phuc Am, ta sé thdy dwoc thé nao cac tac gia Kinh Thanh da trinh bay Phac Am
ctia Blrc Chla Troi bang ngén ng, hinh thirc, va biéu twong cta van héa con nguoi.
Mbi sach Phic Am 1a mét cach trinh bay vé cudc doi, nhitng sw day db, sw chét, sy
sbng lai ctia BPlrc Chuia Gié-xu mang dam nét van hoéa déc thu. Tuy nhién, ndi dung cta
ca bdn sach déu la Phic Am héng séng ctia Birc Chuia Trovi, cho dau cach trinh bay cé

khac nhau.
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Céc gido s ludn mang véi Phic Am ngodn ngir va 16i séng ctia mot van hoa déc
thu. M6t diéu ma dwdng nhw khong thé tranh khdi trong céng cudc truyén ba Phic Am &
nhirng vung dat méi, dé 1a Phic Am dwoc tiép nhan trong hinh thirc ma né dwoc mang
dén, voi tht cd cac diém van héa dac thu cla cac gido si. Nhirng tin hiru dau tién
thwdng trung tin sao chép lai cac hinh thirc the phwong va 16i sbng Co-ddc ma cac gido
sT mang dén. Khéng phai diéu nay chi la, hodc luén luén, do ap lwc cla cac gido si; diéu
m&i thwdng dwoc chao dén vi né mai, bdi vi trong bat clr x& hdi ndo ciing ¢é cé nhirng
ngwdi thi cwu Ap G nhirng gia tri truyén théng 1an nhivng ngudi cép tién ludn ludn déc
cau hai trwdc nhirng gia tri nély.65 Nhwng sau d6, khi da co thoi gian dé nghién ctru Kinh
Thanh k§ cang trong ngdn ngi¥ cGa chinh minh, thi nhitng tan Co-déc nhan, hodc kha
nang nhiéu hon la con hodc chau cua ho, bat dau ra soat lai cac hinh thirc biéu hién cla
Co-dbc gido ma ho da tiép nhan va réi bat dau phan biét gitra nhirng gi dung va thich
hop vé Phic Am dwa theo Kinh Thanh va nhirng gi chi don thuan la mét phan trong van
héa truyén théng ctia cac gido si. Day 1a diéu ma cac gido si kho, hodc khong thé, lam
duoc.

Theo David J. Hesselgrave thi “sw hdi nhap khéng phai la mét khuynh hwéng
thich dap (rng voi cai mai, nd 1a mét nhu cau bt budc.”®® DT nhién y kién clia 6ng dwa
trén mot sb tién dé&. Thir nhat, d6 Ia Pai Mang Linh cta B¢ Chua Gié-xu phai dugc
thwe thi va thé gi¢i dwoc nghe Phic Am. Thé hai, cho diu y niém truyén gido thé gidi
dwoc hidu va dinh nghia nhw thé nao di niva, thi it nhat nd ciing bao ham viéc nghe hiéu
st diép Phuc Am. Thir ba, néu st diép Phic Am can dwoc hiéu, thi mot mét cong tac
hdi nhap phai dwoc xem |a dung dan va thich hop déi véi thAm quyén toan ven va st
diép khong thay déi ctia Kinh Thanh, va mét khac cong tac nay phai lién hé dén bdi canh
tén giao, ngdén ngir, va van hoa clia ngwoi nghe.

Vay thi lién hé gitra sy hoi nhap va st diép Phac Am la gi? Hoéi nhap khéng cé
nghia |a ching ta thay dbi st diép Phic Am. St diép Phic Am van y nguyén khong thay
db6i & bat clr noi dau hoac lic nao ma né dwoc cong bd. St diép Phuc Am 1a sw séng,
sy chét va suw phuc sinh ctia BPirc Chua Gié-xu Christ, b&i vi “chinh Ngai 1a Phuc Am”
nhw Hoi nghi Truyén gido Thé gié tai Gié-ru-sa-lem nam 1928 tin va xac quyét.’’” Sw

diép nay khong bao gi¢ thay déi, nhwng nhirng cach qua dé né dwoc trinh bay hodc

%5 Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, 191.
% David J. Hesselgrave, Contextualization: Meanings, Methods, and Models (Pasadena, CA: William
Caregé Library, 2000), xi.
“The Christian Message,” ch. VIII of The Jerusalem Meeting of the International Missionary Council,
March 24-April 8, 1928, vol. 1 (New York & London: International Missionary Council, 1928), 403.
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biéu hién khéng phai Iic nao ciing gibng nhau. Céach trinh bay va biéu hién s diép
Phic Am sé khac nhau theo thdi gian va khéng gian. Nhivng nén van héa khac nhau
vao nhirng thoi diém khac nhau sé trinh bay s diép Phic Am trong nhirng cach khac
nhau. Hoi nhap l1a “sw truyén dat ndi dung bat bién clia Phic Am clia Vwong québc sang
hinh thirc ngén nglr ndi viét cé y nghia déi véi ngudi nghe trong nén van hoéa riéng biét
cua ho va trong chinh nhirng méi trwdng hién hiru dac thu cua h(_).”68

Sw hdi nhap goi v ban chat ngau nhién va thuc nghiém ctia moi than hoc.”’ Cac
nha than hoc hoi nhap 1a nhirng ngudi biét cach xuc tién va thac day suw twong tac gitra
st diép Phuc Am vé&i mot nén van héa nao do, nhdm san sinh ra nhirng hinh thai ma
chuing c6 thé di vao tam tri va long nguwdi dan ctia van héa do dé ho cé thé hiéu s diép
nay. “Chung ta can mét than hoc thwc nghiém ma trong d6 luén dién bién mét cudc ddi
thoai gitra doan van va bdi cdnh, mot than hoc ma tw ban chat né van gitv nguyén tinh
lam thoi va gia thuyét.””

Nguwdi ta nhan thiy rang sy da dang ctia cac nén van hoa ciing kém theo su da
dang vé than hoc va vi vay, déi véi cac Hoi thanh thudc Thé gidi Thi Ba, day 1a sy chia
tay clia phwong phap Iay chau Au lam trong tam.”' Bay gio Co-déc nhan & moi mién thé
gi¢i phai tiép tuc lam cho s diép Phuc Am séng déng trong bdi cadnh séng ctia minh.
Coéng tac ndy chang phai dé dang. Theo Gido sw Than hoc Darrell L. Guder tai Chiing
vién Princeton, thi “thach thiec ludn ludn la lam cach nao dé truyén dat [stv diép Phuc
Am] ma quyén nang bién déi ctia Phuc Am khéng chi dwoc biéu hién trong mét bdi canh
van hoéa nao do, nhung né ciing dong thdi thach thirc bbi canh dé thay dbi d& Pang
Christ ¢6 thé thanh nhuc thé trong bdi canh dé. Piéu nady c6 nghia rang, theo thoi gian,

»72

viéc tai truyén dat |a diéu can thiét.”’” Dlrc tin Co-ddc can dwoc tai suy niém, tai trinh

bay, va dwoc lam séng dong trong méi nén van hoéa nhan Ioai,73 va theo Giao sw David

%8 Bruce J. Nicholls, “Theological Education and Evangelism” in Let the Earth Hear His Voice, ed. J. D.
Douglas (Minneapolis: World Wide, 1975), 467; quote in David Hesselgrave, Contextualization: Meanings,
Methods, and Models, 33.

% Bosch, 427.

70 Ludwig Rutti, Zur Theologie der Mission: Kritische Analysen und neue Orientierungen (Munich: Chr.
Kaiser Verlag, 1972), 244; quote in Bosch, 427.

™ Heinrich Fries. 1986. Katholische Missionswissenschaft in neuer Gestalt, Stimmen der Zeit, vol. 111,
760; guote in Bosch, 427.

"2 Guder, The Incarnation and the Church’s Witness, 53.

3 Memorandum, 1982. Memorandum from a Consultation on Mission (Produced by a Consultation held
in Rome, May 1982, and Organized by the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity), International Review
of Mission, vol. 71, 465; quote in Bosch, 452.
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Bosch, thi tién trinh ndy can dwoc thwc hién cach tdi can trong, lién hé dén tan gbc ré
clia nén van hoa.”

Phiuc Am khéng mang mét van héa dac thu ndo. Van hoéa ctia Phuc Am la van
hoéa clia ngwdi tin hivu. Khi dwgc mac khai cho nguei Do Thai, thi Phic Am dwoc mac
khai trong van héa Do Thai. Ciing vay, khi Phuc Am dwoc mac khai cho nguoi Viét
Nam, Phiuc Am can phai dwgc mac khai trong van hoéa Viét Nam. Néu Co-dbc gido
mudn dén gan va hoa quyén véi dan toc Viet Nam dé dem dan toc Viét Nam dén gan
ngdi thi an clia Blrc Chaa Troi, hay nhw theo khau hiéu ctia phong trao Truyén Dao Sau
Rong: “Tat ca cho nguoi chwa dwoc clru,” thi né can dwoc trinh bay trong sw twong
quan véi nhitng gia tri van hoéa va truyén théng Viét Nam. Gia tri clia con ngudi duoc
day tron khi tiép nhan Phic Am, thi cling vay, nhirng gia tri van héa va truyén thdng cua
con nguoi cling sé tré nén day tron hon khi ching “tiép nhan” Phic Am. Gido sw Lé
Thién Diing cho rang: “Phic Am sé& khong loai trir hodc thay thé cac truyén thdng va cac
gia tri cGia dan tdc, ma nguwoc lai, Phic Am sé khién ching day tron hon.””® Do dé diéu
quan trong ddi v&i cac Hoi thanh tai Viét Nam la viéc nghién clru k§ cang st diép Phulc
Am ciing nhw can than nghién ciru van héa va bbi canh séng ddc thu ctia minh. Day 1a
khéi diém dé& Hoi thanh bat dau xay dwng mét than hoc hodi nhap cho minh:’®

B&i vi moi nguoi diéu sbéng trong bdi canh van hoa, viéc Hoi thanh can than nghién cru

boi canh song cla minh sé gidp Hoi thanh truyen dat chan ly Phuc Am la tin tire tot lanh

cho cdng dong xa hoi m‘é Héi thanh dwoc sai phai. Hon nﬁ’g, vi van hg’)a chang trung
dung, viéc nghién clru nay sé giup Ho6i thanh phan biét va thay dwoc hiém hoa ma Héi

thanh cé thé théa hiép chan ly Phic Am khi Hoi thanh séng thuan phuc Dang Christ |a
Chua.”

Hwéng Pén mot Than Hoc Hoi Nhap: Mot Sé Bé Xuat

Khéng hé cé céi goi la than hoc hoan ciu cé gia tri phi khdng gian thoi gian.
Than hoc xuat hién va phat trién trong mét bdi cdnh. Néu khong cé bbi canh, sé khong
c6 than hoc. “Than hoc, néi cach khac, 1a phwong cach ma ton gido thé hién cach cé

»78

nghia trong mét van hoéa dac thu.”’® Than hoc khéng chi [a mét luan thuyét han |1am don

thudn ban vé “chan ly mac khai” 1a ndi dung ctia dirc tin, nhwng “Ly luan than hoc la sw

" Bosch, 452.

> Le Thien Diing, “The Bamboo Cross: Toward a Theology of Christian Educational Ministry in Viet
Nam” (D.Min. Diss. School of Theology at Claremont, California, 1994), 107; trich trong Nguy&n Hiru
Cuong, 30.

"®Robert J. Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1985), 39.

v Guder, “Missional Church: From Sending to Being Sent,” 18.

"8 Stephen B. Bevans, Models of Contextual Theology (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1992), 7.
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chiém niém—hanh déng dwa trén L&i Blrc Chla Trdi dwoe mac khai ngay hém nay trong
hoan canh hién tai cia mot thwc tai toan ven vé thé gioi.””

Than hoc héi nhap c6 thé dwoc dinh nghia la phwong cach Iy luan than hoc ma
qua dé nguwdi tin hiru Co-dbc sé lwu tam dén: (1) tinh than va s diép cta Phic Am; (2)
truyén théng ctia ngwdi tin hiru Co-déc; (3) van hda ma trong d6 mét nguoi ly luan than
hoc; va (4) nhitng thay déi vé mat xa hdi trong van hoa d6.* Ly luan than hoc theo bdi
canh khéng phai 1a mét sy chon lwa, ciing khdng phai 1a luan ly gi d6 chi cé strc cubn
hat véi nguoi dan thudc Thé gidi Thir Ba hodc nhirng gido si dang lam viéc & dé. Cong
tac hdi nhap trong than hoc — nd lwc tim hiéu dirc tin Co-dbc trong mét bdi cadnh dac thu
— mang tinh ménh l&énh than hoc: “Ngay nay theo cach chung ta hiéu than hoc, thi hoi
nhap 1a mét phan trong chinh ban chét ctia than hoc.”!

St diép Phuc Am thich hop cho moi thei dai, moi van héa, moi dan tdc; nhwng
cach truyén dat st diép d6 can phai dwoc bdi cdnh héa hau cho nguwdi nghe c6 thé cdm
nhan dwoc doé la thdng diép cha Pirc Chua Troi. Do dé tién trinh hdi nhap, hodc bbi
canh héa, mang tinh truyén gido tw trong ban chat. M6t sw hdi nhap dung dan va thich
hop sé chao don Phic Am & ngay dia vi hang dau cta no, san sinh nang lwc thdm thau
vao nén van hoéa va Ién tiéng tw trong nén van héa dé, trong biéu twong va ngén ngi
ctia chinh no.* Mot nguyén tic quan trong trong cong tac truyén ba Phic Am dé 1a ciru
canh khéng thé bién minh cho phwong tién. Cho dau cac muc tiéu truyén ba Phac Am
cap bach thé nao va cho dau ly do dang quy thé nao chang niva, thi van cé6 mot sb
phuong phap khdng thé dwoc chap nhan.*> Nhung van dé& khéng chi dirng lai & do.
Cobng tac héi nhap cé mét hiém hoa khac. Hinh anh Chua Gié-xu trong mdi bdi canh van
héa khac nhau 1dm khi dwoc t6 vé dé thich hop vai ly twéng sbng, véi thé gidi quan, véi
quan niém van hoa dang ngw tri. Nhwng nhirng hinh anh nay cé con lién quan véi Chua
Gié-xu hay khéng? Pay la ly do ma Newbigin dwa ra cau hdi: Lam thé nao dé& Phic Am
tré thanh “séng déng” trong nhirng bdi cadnh van héa khac nhau nay, trong khi van cung

la mét Phuc Am chan xac?® Gido sw Guder goi hiém hoa ndy Ia “chi nghia don gian

& Jacques Dupuis, Jesus Christ at the Encounter of World Religion (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991),
v; quote in Roger E. Hedlund, Quest For Identity: India’s Churches of Indigenous Origin: The ‘Little
Tradition” in Indian Christianity (MIIS/ISPCK, 2000), 213.

8 Bevans, 1.

¥ sat., 1.

82 Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, 152.

8 Kirk, 72.

84 Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, 142.
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hoa Phuc Am.”® Hon nira, Co-ddc nhan & Thé giéi Thir Ba rat dé bi roi vao “chll nghia

"86 mét ly twéng cho ring né 1a chia khéa cho moi van dé v& die tin, bdi canh,

hoi nhap,
va codng ly. Y thirc nhitng van dé trén, muc dich cla nhitng dé& xuét sau |a nhdm giup
cac Co-dbc nhan tai Viét Nam xay dwng mét than hoc hdi nhap cé y nghia trong viéc
cting cd strc sbng ctia Hoi thanh, hiéu qua trong cong tac truyén ba Phic Am, va déng
thoi van trung thanh véi st diép Phuc Am. Bé dat dwoc nhirtng muc tiéu nay, cé it nhat

bdn diém thiét yéu can dwoc nghién ctru cach nghiém tuc.

Ban Chét ctia Str Vu Co-dbe
Muc dich ctia cdng tac hdi nhap cla Hdéi thanh 1a dé kién toan ban chat cia Hoi
thanh: “Hoi thanh ctia Blc Chua Gié-xu Christ khong phai la muc dich hodc muc tiéu

clia Phic Am, nhwng 1a céng cu va chirng nhan caa Phuc Am.”’

Tuy nhién, khéng phai
bao gi¢» diéu ndy ciing dwoc hiéu nhw vay. Déi luc Héi thanh dwoc gidi thich cha yéu
dwa trén thuat nglr clru chudc: la viéc clru nhirtng ca nhan khdi sy doan phat doi doi.
Hoadc Hdéi thanh dwoc hiéu qua nhivng thuat nglr van hoéa: |a viéc gisi thiéu cho nhirng
ngudi cla cac tén gido khac phwédc hanh va ddc quyén cla cong dong Co-dbc. Hoi
thanh cling thwong dwoc hiéu bang nhirtng pham tri té chirc gido héi: nhw 1a sy mé
rong Hoi thanh (hodc mét hé phai). Boi khi Hoi thanh dwgc dinh nghia trong “lich st ctru
chudc”: nhw 14 tién trinh ma bdi do thé gidi dan dan, hodc qua moét bién cd, sé duwoc
bién dbi dé tré thanh Vwong qudc ctia Birc Chaa Troi.®

Theo sy day dé cha Kinh Thanh, ta cé thé néi rang dac diém ndi bat nhat cla
cac Co-dbdc nhan dau tién la y thire ctia ho vé& sir vu.® Dong lwc cho st vu phat xuét tir
trong tdm diém cla chinh Phuc Am. Céng tac truyén ba Phic Am, hay céng tac thuc thi
st vu, cho ca ngwdi Giu-da 1an dan ngoai, khéng phai la mot hoat dong sau néy dwoc
thap vao dlrc tin vé mot diéu gi do hoan toan khac, hodc vé& mot hé théng siéu hinh;
nhwng thay vao do, né phat xuét tlr chinh sy chét va sy séng lai cia Birc Chua Gié-xu:
“Hién nhién khéng chi cac str d6 nhung ngay c& nhiéu nam ni¥ Co-dbc ‘binh thuong’ da

nhan thdy rang viéc di dén nhirng viing dat xa la d& néi cho nhirng ngwdi ho gap, bat

8 Darrell L. Guder, The Continuing Conversion of the Church (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2000), 71.

8 Max L. Stackhouse, “Contextualization, Contextuality, and Contextualism” in One Faith, Many
Cultures: Inculturation, Indigenization, and Contextualization. Ed. Ruy O. Costa (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis
Books, 1988), 8.

2; Guder, “Missional Church: From Sending to Being Sent,” 5.

Bosch, 389.

8 Vinoth Ramachandra, The Recovery of Mission: Beyond the Pluralist Paradigm (Paternoster Press,

1996), 224.
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luan la ngwdi thudc cac tén gido hodc van héa khac, rang cé6 mot ‘Vua khac’ tén la Gié-
xu, 1a diéu hoan toan tw nhién tudn tran t dirc tin cia ho.”90

Theo Kinh Thanh thi Héi Thanh [a mét “cong déng truyén ba Phuc Am,” hoac
mot “cong ddng dwoc sai phéi”91 dé& lam chirng nhan cho B&rc Chua Gié-xu Christ. Ban
chét “dwoc sai phai” cia Hoi Thanh xuéat phat tw ban tanh ctia Birc Chua Troi, vi “Dlrc

192

Chua Troi la mot Birc Chaa Troi clia s vu.””” Khi hiéu ban chat cia Hoi Thanh nhw vay

ching ta sé thay su hiéu biét nay 1a “két qua clia mot nhan thire Kinh Thanh va than hoc
sau rong dé bét dau Idng nghe Phic Am cach méi mé.””?

St vu dwoc hiéu 1a dwoc xuat phat tir chinh ban tanh ctia Blrc Chua Troi. Gido ly ¢b
dién vé missio Dei [s& vu clia Dlrc Chua Troi] dwoc hiéu la Birc Chia Cha sai phai Bic
Chua Con, va Birc Chua Cha cung Buc Chua Con sai phai Birc Chua Thanh Linh duwoc
mé& rong dé bao ham mot “dong thai” khac: Barc Cha, Blrc Con va Blrc Thanh Linh sai
phai hoi thanh vao trong thé gian.”

Trong hinh anh mé&i ndy, st vu khdéng phai la mét hoat ddong cia Hoéi Thanh,
nhwng la mét thudc tanh cia Blrc Chua Trdi. Khong phai H6i Thanh cé mét sir vu clru
chudc dé thuce thi trong thé gian; ma dé la s& vu ctia Blrc Con va Birc Thanh Linh qua
Prc Cha bao ham luén ca Hoi Thanh.”” Do d6 st vy duwgc xem nhw mét dong thai, mot
chuyén dong tlr Blrc Chua Troi dén thé gidi; va Hoi Thanh duwgc xem nhu mot cong cu
cho st vu d6.”% co Ho6i Thanh b&i vi c6 mot st vu; va tuyét ddi khong cé chiéu ngwoc
Iai.97 Hoi thanh hién hiru 1a dé dyw phan va thwe thi s vu. Tham dw vao st vu la tham
dw vao doéng thai cta tinh yéu ctia Birc Chua Tr&i cho nhan loai, vi Blrc Chua Troi la
ngudn cla sy ban phat va sai phai tinh yéu. Than hoc gia Karl Barth da thay va mé ta
didu nay bang nhirng I&i hét strc sau séc: “Moi hoat ddng cta Hoi Thanh déu 1a st vu,
ngay ca khi chung khéng dwoc goi rd nhw vé\y.”98

Hiéu ban chét cia Hoi Thanh trong y nghia ndy mang mét y nghia vé cung quan
trong déi v&i cac Co-dbéc nhan & Viét Nam, cling nhw & tat cd moi noi trén thé gidi. Néu

ban chat ctia Hoi Thanh Ia ban chat st vu, thi ban chat cia Co-dbc nhan ciing mang

% Vinoth Ramachandra, 225.

" Guder, The Continuing Conversion of the Church, 50.

%2 Anna Marie Aagaard. 1974. Missio Dei in Katholischer Sicht, Evangelische Theologie, vol. 34, 421;
quote in Bosch, 390.

3431 Guder, “Missional Church: From Sending to Being Sent,” 4.

Bosch, 390.

% Jurgen Moltmann, The Church in the Power of the Spirit: A Contribution to Messianic Ecclesiology
(London: SCM Press, 1977), 64; quote in Bosch, 390.

% Anna Marie Aagaard. 1973. Trends in Missiological Thinking During the Sixties, International Review
of Mission, vol. 62, 13; quote in Bosch, 390.

9 Anna Marie Aagaard. 1974, 423; quote in Bosch, 390.

% Karl Barth, “Theology and Mission in the Current Situation,” a translation of “Die Theologie und die
Mission in der Gegenwart,” Theologische Fragen und Antworten (Zollikon, 1957), trans. Darrell L. Guder
(Handout, Princeton Theological Seminary. Fall Semester 2002. Translation in process), 2.
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tinh s vu. Do d8, khéng khé khan gi dé hiéu tai sao s vu 1a bdn phan cta Hoéi Thanh
nhw dwoc xac quyét tai H6i Nghi Truyén Gido Thé Gisi tai Willingen (Btrc qudc) nam
1952.” O trong Hdi Thanh clia Birc Chua Gié-xu Christ ¢6 nghia 1a dwgc sap nhap vao
st vu cta Ngai cho thé gi¢i, dwoc tré thanh ké déng mang ganh muc dich ctru chudc
ctia Blrc Chua Troi cho toan thé thé gian. Mot Co-déc nhan that sy sdng khi ngudi do
dwoc sap nhap vao missio Dei: “Co-dbc nhan sé& khoéng that sy bat dau sdng khi ngudi
éy hanh déng, khi ma trwdc sy hién dién clia nhirtng nguwoi khac, ngudi éy noi ra o

"190 MBi Co-dbe nhan phai 1a mot chirng nhan cho

chirng cho Birc Chua Gié-xu Christ.
dlrc tin cia minh trong moi luc, & moi hoan canh nhw I&i cia Thanh Phao-16 khuyén:
“Hay kién tam gidng dao, bat luan gap thdi hay khong gép thoi” (2 Tim 4:2). Pay ciing la
ly do ma Hoi Nghi Truyén Gido Thé Gidi tai Ghana xac dinh: “s& vu Co-déc trudc hét,
va ngay ca la t6i hau, phai dwoc bay té bdi méi ca nhan Co-dbc. Khong cé diéu gi cé
thé thay thé ca nhan ching dao.””!
Str Diép Co-déc: Burc Chia Gié-xu Christ

Nhuw vay thi ndi dung s diép ctia Co-dbc nhan Ia gi? Co-ddc nhan lam ching
cho tinh yéu cta Pirc Chaa Troi: “Vi BDlrc Chua Troi yéu thuwong thé gian, dén néi da
ban Con Ddc Sanh ctia Ngai, hau cho hé ai tin Con 4y khéng bi hw mat nhung duwoc sy
sbng doi doi” (Giang 3:16). La nhirng thanh vién cta mét Hoi Thanh S& Vu, Co-dbc
nhan can phai lam nhirng chirng nhan, va dbi twong cho 1&i chirng cta ho Ia Bic Chua
Gié-xu Christ. Tinh ddc nhat vo nhj ctia Birc Chia Gié-xu Christ va y nghia hoan cau
clia sw kién Dang Christ khong chi 1a mét niém tin trong tdm cla truyén thdng Co-dbc
ma con hon thé nira. Niém tin vao sy sbng lai cia Dang Christ ndm & ngay cét 16i cia
dire tin Co-déc:

Néu Chua Gié-xu da khong séng lai tir k& chét, thi Co-déc gido chi cé thé 1a mot nhém
ban cta Chua Gié-xu cb6 gang nhé nhirng 16 day cGa Ngai va tai hién cach kha thi nhat
vé gwong mau cla Ngai. Va roi Chia Gié-xu s& van chi 1a mét trong nhirtng than déng
tén gido vi dai cGa nhan loai, nhwng Ngai khéng thé la Chua. Co-dbc gido sé chi 1a moét

% Norman Goodall, “Willingen — Milestone, Not Terminus” in Missions Under The Cross: Addresses
Delivered at the Enlarged Meeting of the Committee of the International Missionary Council at Willingen, in
Germany, 1952; with Statements Issued by the Meeting (London: Edinburgh House Press, 1953), 10.

1% john A. Mackay, “The Great Commission and The Church Today” in Missions Under The Cross:
Addresses Delivered at the Enlarged Meeting of the Committee of the International Missionary Council at
Willingen, in Germany, 1952; with Statements Issued by the Meeting (London: Edinburgh House Press,
1953), 134.

01 John A. Mackay, “The Christian Mission at this Hour” in R. K. Orchard, ed., The Ghana Assembly of
the International Missionary Council, 28" December 1957 to 8" January, 1958 (London: Edinburgh House,
1958), 100.
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triét ly kiéu ky vé luan thwong dao ly; né sé khong bao gir cé thé 1a Phuc Am cho moi
thién nam tin nt ngay hém nay.'*

Nhirng niém tin can ban trong dirc tin Co-dbc la hon da vap chan cho nhirng ai
khéng c6 cung dirc tin v&i ching ta, dau vay Co-déc nhan phai xac quyét rang sw tw
bay té ctia Blrc Chua Troi trong Blrc Chuia Gié-xu la diéu quyét dinh va khéng thé vuot
qua hoac lap lai.

Co-dbc nhan ciing can tap chl vao sy thanh nhuc thé cta Bang Christ dwoc
Kinh Thanh lam chirng. Phuong cach ndy goi mé can ban Kinh Thanh clia siv vu ma né
lién hé dén dong co, nodi dung, va phwong phap trong méi lién hé truc tiép dén doi séng

13 Kinh Thanh Ia ngudn hop phap duy nhét dé& hiéu ban

va chirc vu clla Chua Gié-xu.
chét that cta diec tin Co-déc cia chung ta.'” Cho diu céng tac hdi nhap nhdm dem
Phiuc Am ctia Chua Gié-xu dén cho dan toc Viét Nam ngay nay cé quan trong va cap
bach thé nao chang nira, thi viéc HOi Thanh hiéu ré can nguyén dirc tin cla minh con
boi phan quan trong va cap bach hon.'®

St diép cua chung ta 1a Birc Chua Gié-xu Christ. Ngai la sw mac khai vé Pirc Chua Troi
la Dang thé nao va vé con nguoi sé tré nén thé nao qua Ngai. Trong ‘Ngai chung ta dwoc
déi dién véi Dang Toi Thuong cta vii tru; Ngai td cho ching ta biét Blrc Chua Troi la
Cha, tron ven va tuyét ddi trong tinh yéu va sy cong chinh; bdi vi trong Ngai ching ta
thdy dwoc Pirc Chua Troi thanh nhuc thé, la sy mac khai chung cuoc tuy rang van con
bay t8, ciia Blrc Chua Trdi ma trong Ngai ching ta séng, déng va cé.'

La nhitng chirng nhan cho Dang Christ, Co-déc nhan phai tin chac rang trong tat
ca nhitng gi xay ra, dau sang hay tbi, Plirc Chua trdi dang hanh dong, dang kiém soat
va dang té tri. Blrc Chua Gié-xu Christ, qua cudc doi va sw chét va sw séng lai cla
Ngai, da bay t6 cho ching ta vé Pirc Chua Cha, Dang Téi Thuwong, 1a Tinh Yéu toan
nang; da phuc hoa thé gi¢i véi chinh Ngai béi thap tw gia, chiu khd véi con ngudi trong
sy tranh dau véi tdi 16i va diéu ac cla ho, ganh véi ho va cho ho ganh nang t6i 16i, tha
thtr cho ho khi ho quay tr& vé véi Ngai trong sw &n nén va dirc tin bédi cdm nhan duoc
sy tha th&r trong chinh tAm long clGa ho, va lam méi cho nhan loai mét sy séng tran

ngap va vinh hang.

102 Jacques Dupuis, Who Do You Say | Am? Introduction to Christology, Maryknoll, Orbis, 1994, 54;

quote |n Hedlund, 215.
Guder The Incarnation and the Church’s Witness, xii.
* Kraemer, “The Christian Faith and the Christian Ethic” in The Christian Message in a Non-Christian
World London: International Missionary Council, 1938, 3" ed. (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1956), 61.
® Kraemer, 61.
1% “The Christian Message,” ch. XIll of The Jerusalem Meeting of International Missionary Council,
March 24 — April 8, 1928, vol. 1 (New York & London: International Missionary Council, 1928), 402.
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Quan Hé voéi Van Hoéa va Chire Nang cua Vén Héa

“V&n héa anh huwéng dén moi khia canh ctia s vu. N6 tran khép.”107 Khi chung
ta khong quan tam dén anh hwéng clia van héa la ching ta dang tw dwa chan vao chd
khong hiéu dwoc hoan canh séng va tw gi¢i han strc sébng Co-dbc ctia minh. Do d6, sé
rat hiru ich khi chung ta bat dau bang cach nghién ctru mét sé cac nguyén nhan dé thay
tai sao van héa déng mét vai trd quan trong trong s& vu & moi thoi diém.

M6t cach tw nhién ching ta doc va hiéu Kinh Thanh ho&c ly luan than hoc nham
giai thich hodc céng b dirc tin clia minh qua l&ng kinh van héa. Do dé, khéng thé xem
thworng yéu tb van héa trong doi séng dire tin Co-dbc clia ching ta. “Than hoc & chau A
phai mang tinh cach ctia chinh minh. N6 phai mang ‘dau vét ctia Birc Chua Gié-xu’ (Gal
6:17) trong sau thdm cua ‘tdm dong’ chau A va ‘tinh khi’ chau A ctia ching ta.”'® Than
hoc cho nguwoi Viét Nam phai mang tinh cach Viét Nam. Mot mat, né phai la sy chiém
nghiém vé Phuc Am ban sy sdng clia cong viéc clia BPirc Chua Troi trong cudc doi, sw
chét va sy sbéng lai clia Dlrc Chua Gié-xu Christ, nhwng méat khac né phai mang tdm

109 Nhirng gi sau tham trong tdm ldong va tinh

long va tinh cach cua ngwoi Viét Nam.
cach cla chung ta phai dwoc biéu 16 trong sy thuan phuc 16i cla thap tw gia, la nén tang
cho than hoc st vu.

Khong khé dé thay ring Phuc Am duoc chuyén tai qua phuwong tién van hoa.''”
St diép Phuc Am 14 tin tiee tét lanh — va dé hiéu dwoc, moi nguwdi can phai dwoc nghe
trong ngén ng cta chinh ho (Céng Vu 2:8). St diép d6 ddu mang ngudn gbc than
thwong lai dwoc chuyén tai qua éng dan con nguwdi (2 Cor 4:7). B&i con ngudi sbng
trong van héa, cho nén cac trwdc gia Kinh Thanh da siv dung cong cu van héa dé truyén
dat s& diép cua Bwc Chua Troi. Cong cu van héa khéng chi giéi han & ngbn ngir,
nhwng béng nhiéu hinh thirc khac. C4c tién tri trong théi Cuu Wéc cling nhw cac st d6
thei Tan Wéc da st dung nhiéu bidu twong va hinh thirc van héa khac nhau dé truyén
dat st diép clia Pirc Chua Troi. Ngay cd Blrc Chaa Troi cling dung van hda va biéu
twong van héa clia con ngudi dé bay té tinh yéu va sw cong chinh cia Ngai (chang han,
hay xem Gié-ré-mi 13-19). Va trén hét, st diép Plrc Chua Troi 1a Plrc Chua Con dén

v&i thé gisi trong hinh thé nhan loai (Gidng 1:14). “L&i vinh hdng cta Bic Chua Troi
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%8 Kosuke Koyama, Water Buffalo Theology, 25" anniversary edition (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,
1999), 136.
" Dé c6 thém tu liéu vé chi @& nay, xin xem Truong V. Thién Tw, “Ding Ca Dao Tuc Ngir Dé Chia Xé
Drc Tin Co-doc” (M.A. Thesis, Vién Than Hoc Viét Nam, 2000).
"0 Kirk, 75.
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dwoc ha sanh lam mét con tré qua mot tién trinh sinh n& binh thuwong.”' ! Phuc Am phai
duwoc sanh ha trong mét van héa dac thu va do dé phai mang nhirng dac tinh ctia nén
van héa dé. Tai Do Thai Phiic Am mang d&c tinh van héa Do Thai; tai Kenya Phic Am
mang dac tinh van hdéa Kenya; tai Viét Nam Phic Am mang dac tinh van héa Viét Nam.
Tiép can van dé nay tir quan diém lich str, Mathias Mundadan viét:

...tién trinh nhap thé cla dirc tin Co-déc trong ddi sbng tdn gido va van héa — xa hoi cta
nhirng dan tdc khac nhau. Két qua cua tién trinh ndy s& mang dén nhirng hinh thai mai
mé cua thuc tai Co-ddc: nhw sw phat trién than hoc, tam linh, luat 1& Hoéi thanh, cla ca
mot nép sbng Co-déc ma né twong hop véi mbi dan tdc. Qua tién trinh ndy ma die tin
C‘?'déf dam ré trong mot noi dac thu va dat dwoc sinh lyc dé ting trwdng va phat
trién.

Chinh nén van héa ban x& lam cho Ho6i Thanh hién hinh va sdng déng trong bdi
canh sbng ctia né. Nhirng hinh thai van héa ban dia cta dirc tin sé dan dén mét cong
ddng dwrc tin s& tai chan thwc: “Nhirng biéu twong 1& nghi, vay mwon tr dan tdc, sé
khién Hai thanh hién hinh va séng déng trong mét vi tri dac thu.”'"

H6i thanh tai Viét Nam trai qua mét thoi gian khé khan trong viéc lam chirng cho
mot dlrc tin ma né khéng thudc vé lich str hoac van héa clia dan tdc. Trén thuc té, trd
thanh mot Co-déc nhan déng nghta véi viéc phan bdi 1dng trung thanh véi gia dinh, lang
xém hodc dan tdc. Hon nira, nhiéu khi tén gido méi la nay bi xem thwdng béi vi né san
sinh mot cong ddng tén gido xa hdi ma dwdng nhw chap nhan tiéu chuan dao dirc 16ng
|80, cling nhw ¢b v sw xem thwdng nhirng gia tri tdm linh. Chang han nhw cach hiéu va
hanh déng cutia cac gido si Hoi Truyén Gido Lién Hiép vé van dé ther cung td tién xuét
phat tir long hiéu dé& va tén kinh nhw da ban & trén, tré thanh mét Co-déc nhan dwoc
xem la déng nghia vé&i viéc chdi bd ngudn cdi va dac tinh Viét Nam bang cach truéc
nhét chdi bd tb tién. Trong gia tri van hoa va truyén théng Viét Nam, cling nhw tai nhiéu
nwéc phuong Dong khac, day 1a diéu hét sirc trai luan thwong dao ly. Tham chi mot
ngudi nhw vy khdng dang dugc xem la ngudi.

Nhin chung, nhirng nén van héa ban dia thwéng bi hiéu 1am, biu cot va tham chi
bi 1ang nhuc. Trong cai nhin cta Tay phwong cho d&n nhitng ndm bay muwoi, va ngay
hém nay van con dw am, thi tAt ca nhirng nén van héa khoéng giéng véi van héa phuong

Tay déu la vé van héa, la phan van héa. Do d6 xuét hién thuat nglr phwong Tay goi la

" Kirk, 76.

"2 AM. Mundadan, “‘Emergence of the Missionary Consciousness of the St. Thomas Christians in
India” in Mission in India Today: The Task of St. Thomas Christians, ed. Kuncheria Pathil (Bangalore,
Dharmaram Publications, 1988), 22; quote in Hedlund, 189.
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counterculture, ma ngay nay ngudi ta cb tranh dung, hodc néu cé thi ham y mét nén van
hoa dij biét. Trong tv twédng phwong Tay, van héa ndo khong gibng véi van héa phwong
Tay déu bj xem 1a man di moi ro. Triét Iy sbng nao khéng giéng vaéi triét ly sbng Tay
phwong déu bi cho la tam thwdng, vo gia tri. Mot ngudi ban Phi chau cla tac gid cho
biét rang dwdi thoi cac gido si, néu nguoi tin hivu ban xir & dat nwéc cla anh khéng
mac db vét, ma méc dd truyén thdng, thi khéng dwoc vao nha the. Chaa chi chap nhan
ngudi mac db vét ciia phwong Tay hay sao? Tuy nhién, diéu trén day khéng cé y ndi
rang tat ca nhirng gi thudc van héa Bong phwong hodc Phi chau déu Ia tét. Chung ciing
c6 nhirng cai xau va cai vd cung phwong hai. Nhwng néu nhin mét cach can than va
thanh that, thi trong nhixng nén van hoéa sé tai c6 khong it nhirng gia tri ma phwong Tay
can hoc héi, va nguoi ta da dan dan nhan thy nhw vay. Khéng it cac gido si khi di
truyén gido hai ngoai thi vira tin vao Phic Am cia Birc Chua Trdi, nhwng dong thoi
cing tin rdng “van minh héa la mdt phan khong thé tach rdi cla céng cudc truyén

"4 | &i 1&m cho rdng Co-ddc gido hoa la “van minh héa phwong Déng” ciing bi 13p

gido.
lai & hau hét moi noi, va Viét Nam cling khéng ngoai lé. Trong hoan canh dé, Hoi thanh
ban dia xuat hién nhu mét nhém tiéu van héa, xa la véi truyén théng sbéng clia dan toc.

Thé nhwng van dé can dat ra |a khi ndo thi Phic Am hai hoa véi van héa va khi
nao thi Phic Am mau thuén véi van héa? Trong nhitng van dé tranh cai vé van héa do
sy tiép xuc voi Phuc Am, thi Phic Am kiém soat thé nao? Chuing ta phai mong muén
mot nguwoi khi trd lai tin nhan Dirc Chia Gié-xu thay déi dén dau? Day la nhirng cau hdi
mang dam tinh ca nhan ma chi cé nhirng ngu®i trong mot cong ddng dac thu méi cé thé
tra 1. Pay ciing la ly do ma Co-déc nhan trong bdi canh dac thu d6 can mét than hoc
hdi nhap cho riéng minh.

Nguwoc véi nén than hoc cb dién dwoc ly luan va trinh bay béi nhivng “chuyén
gia” qua huan luyén han lam, thi thAn hoc hdi nhap “dwoc hiéu & cach biéu hién kinh
nghiém hién tai ctia mot Co-déc nhan lién quan dén dire tin ciia nguwoi do.”'"° Néu than
hoc thwc sw quan tdm dén van hoéa va nhitng thay dbi ctia van héa cach nghiém tuc,
chung ta phai hiéu rang né dwoc thuc hién cach day dd nhat béi nhivng chi thé va tac
nhan cla chinh nén van héa va nhirng thay ddi clia nén van hoa dé. Peter Schineller
néi: “Tién trinh hodi nhap van hoéa phire tap va quan trong dén ndi khéng thé giao phoé né

cho cac nha than hoc chuyén nghiép.”''® Chinh cac tin hiru ctia Hoi thanh 1a nguoi sé
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dirng ra lam cho dwrc tin cé y nghia trong hoan canh séng ctia ho, bdi vi “Dirc Thanh
Linh, hanh déng trong va qua cong dong tin kinh, s& dem dén hinh hai va séc thai cho
kinh nghiém Co-dbc.”'"’

Vay thi vai trd ctia nhirtng “than hoc gia” dwoc huén luyén theo trudng 16p, va
nhirng ngwdi ma ching ta goi 1a muc sw truyén dao, déng vai trd gi trong qua trinh hoi
nhap nay? Theo Bevans, vai trd clia nhirng nha than hoc la trinh bay ré rang hon nhirng
gi ngudi tin hitu Co-dbc trong Hoi thanh dién ta va biéu 16 cach khai quat va khéng rd
rang, la dao sau tw twéng cla ho dé trang bi cho ho sw giau cé trong truyén thdng Co-
dbc, va la thach thirc ho mé réng cac chan troi tw twéng clia ho bang cach trinh bay cho
ho thay toan canh cua biéu hién Co-déc.!'® Cong ddng tin hivu trong m&i nén van hoa
phai chiu trach nhiém cudi cung cho sy hoéi nhap, 1a qua trinh bdi canh héa Phac Am,
nhwng van cé vi tri va nhu cau vé cac “chuyén vién” 1a nguwoi c6 thé hanh dong nhw
nhirng “méi giGi” trong cong tac kho khan va lau dai nay.'"”

Van hoéa ctia mét dan toc ciing la van héa ctia Phac Am d6i véi ho. Nhwng dong
thoi Phuc Am ciing thach thirc van héa. Chung ta cé thé néi nhw Newbigin réng “Durc
Chuta Troi chidp nhan van héa cua con nguwoi’ va déng thoi “Dlrc Chua Troi doan xét

"129 \/an hoa chang bao gi¢ 1a hoan toan tdt; ching ludn ludn

van héa cla con ngudi.
dién dat cach khoéng ré rang nhivng gia tri va thé gidi quan cla chung. Cling nhw cac
nén van hda khac, van hoa Viét Nam cling c6 nhirng tap tuc mé tin di doan, ma mot sb
trong nhirng tap tuc ndy ngay nay bi Ién an vi tac hai cGa ching. Nhirng tap tuc mé tin di
doan va c6 hai ndy khéng kho dé nhan dién va loai trie. Nhwng con nhirng ly luan, tw
twdng va trang thai tam ly ma ching hién hivu & mirc d6 tiém thirc va dang kiém soat y
nghT va hanh vi clia moi ngwdi thi thi sao? Phic Am thach thérc nhivng nhan thire thude
tiém thirc ndy nhw thé nao?

Phuc Am |a quyén ndng cla Blic Chua Troi (RO 1:16) dé clru con ngudi cling
nhw ban chat sa nga cla con nguoi, la chét liéu can ban trong sw hinh thanh van hoéa
clia con nguwdi. “Phuc Am 1a moét quyén nang huyén diéu. Khéng nhivng né thay ddi co
cAu cla con ngwdi va tao nén nhitng gia tri m&i, nhwng né ciing thay déi ldng ctia con

"121

ngwdi.” ' DI nhién chang ta khéng thé hiéu Phic Am néu khéng théng qua nhirng khai

niém va pham tru tw twéng ma van hdéa da trang bi cho ching ta qua toan b sw hinh

"7 Schreiter, 16.
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(January, 1983), 99; quote in Bevans, 13.

120 Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, 195.

12! Chen-Seng Song, The Compassionate God (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1982), 11.

24



thanh tri thire tir thdia 4u tho. Nhwng Phic Am ciing d& cap dén nhirng diéu khéng phai
don thuan |a sa&n phdm clia van héa con ngudi nhwng la & va cong viéc ctia Birc Chua
Troi, Pang sang tao va bao tdn moi vat hién hiru.'*? Hi Thanh hoan vii [a cong viéc cla
DPlrc Chua Troi, va nhirng ké thudc vé né “Ia nhivng nguwdi dwoc tao thanh tir ca van hoa
con ngwdi ma qua dé ho dwoc nudi dwdng va ciing bdi nhivng truyén théng ma ho chia
x& Vi tat ca cac tin hiru Co-dbe.”' >

Co-dbc nhan can biét rang khong thé chap nhan viéc cac Hoi thanh hodc Gido
hoi tw man l1am nhirng nguwdi canh gitr qudc gia: can phai cé moét thue thé phi quéc gia
ma & marc dd ndo dod né co thé biéu hién ddc tinh phi van héa va phi qubc gia cta Phuc
Am."?* Trong hoan canh d6, phwong cach ma Phic Am co thé thach thirc nhivng dién
dich Phic Am bj go bé dwéi dnh hwéng van hdéa cla ching ta Ia qua I&i chirng cla
nhirng ngwdi doc Kinh Thanh véi tam tri dwoc hinh thanh béi nhirng nén van hoéa khac.
Chung ta can ldng nghe cac Co-déc nhan khac. Sy udn nan qua lai nay 1dm khi khéng
dwoc hoan nghénh, nhwng noé 14 diéu can thiét va mang lai két qua. Néu ching ta thanh
that va c&i mé, ching ta cé thé hoc dwoc rat nhiéu diéu & cac Co-ddc nhan tr nhivng
nén van hoa khac, d&c biét Ia nhirtng nguoi dang sdng gitra ching ta béi vi ho co thé
thay ré hon chung ta nhivtng mat yéu kém, tiéu cuwc va bat nhat trong van héa ctia ching
ta. Nhirng than hoc gia dwoc huan luyén qua trwong 16p la nhivng ngudi can y thirc vé

didu ndy dé khich 1& va gip tin hiru trong qua trinh héi nhap.

Twong Quan voi Nhitng Nguwoi Khac

Cho dén Itc nay ching ta da ban luan y thirc vé& van héa trén nhirtng phwong
dién thudc tw twdng va thwe hanh trong viéc ly luan than hoc hdi nhap & trong béi canh
d&c thu. Nhung sé vo cung thiéu sét néu ching ta khdong néi dén nhirng than hivu 14
nhirng ngudi chua tin va cac cong ddng tén gido khac trong bdi canh van hoa doé. Noi
cho cung, thi muc dich ctia céng tac héi nhap 1& nham mang tin tirc tét lanh cha Dlc
Chua Troi dén cho moi ngwdi trong cong ddng bdng nhitng cach cé thé dwoc chap
nhan. Diéu ndy cé nghia rang viéc Co-déc nhan dan than va tham gia vao doi séng
céng dong la vé cung quan trong. Hoi thanh can trang bi cho tin hitu dé ho tich cuc va
am hiéu trong khi tham dw vao cudc sbng chung clia cdng déng theo cach ma dirc tin
Co-déc cua ho tao hinh cho sy tham gia ctia ho. Piéu ndy da dwoc néu lén trong Hoi

nghi Thé gi¢i vé St vu va Truyén gido tai San Antonio nam 1989:
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S vu Co-dbc 1a sw khiém nhu tham gia ctia than thé Dang Christ trong tinh yéu dong
chiu khd va giai phéng con ngudi, 1a sy 1am chirng vé& hanh déng ctru chudc cta Pic
Chua Troi dwoc thue hién trong Dang Christ, va 1a sy thwe hanh tinh yéu nhap thé cla
DPlrc Chua Troi dbi voi nhan loai. S& vu ndy duoc dién dat qua sw két hop gitra tinh yéu
va cg?g ly ma né thé hién sy doan két dan than than cta Hoi thanh véi gia dinh nhan
loai.

Tai Viét Nam ngay nay con rat nhiéu ngu®i dang bi vui dap dwéi cude sbéng
nghéo khd, béc 16t va bat cong. Hang triéu ngwdi phai khén khd trién mién béi nhirng
van nan kinh t& va xa hdi. Chung ta, nhitng Co-déc nhan tai Viét Nam, khéng thé nhdm
mat hodc quay dau lam ngo. Ching ta cé trach nhiém tiép can nhixng van dé nay. “Dac
quyén ctia mot doi séng Co-déc khong thé tach roi khdi nhivng trach nhiém coa nd.” '
Néu Héi thanh cta chung ta nin 18ng khong I&n tiéng trwdc nhivng bat cong, khéng chia
x& v&i nhitng nguwdi cung khd, khéng dan than vao doi sdng cla nhirtng ngwdi chung
quanh trong nhirng hoan canh ngat nghéo cuta ho, thi ching ta dang hdy hoai toan b6
chirc vy truyén ba Phic Am clia minh, ca & mire do xa héi 1an mirc 36 Hoi thanh. '’

L& sbéng cta Hoi thanh ctia Blrc Chaa Troi la viéc thwe thi mét s& vu cao trong,
ma trong dé c6 cd sw phuc vu cong déng nhan loai vé mat xa hdi bang tinh yéu hi sinh
cta Pirc Chua Troi. Hoi thanh la mot cdng ddng ma méi Co-déc nhan thanh vién thé
hién 16i sbng ctia minh trong twong quan vé&i nhivng ngudi chung quanh. Dién theo 1o
cta Karl Barth thi Hoi thanh khéng trén tranh hodc bd roi thé gian, nhwng déi khi dwoc
goi dé dbi nghich v&i né trong nhirng cach day hy vong.'?® Hai thanh déi nghich véi mot
sb gia tri, tAp tuc hodc 1& thoi cla xa hoi khéng chi vi nham kéu goi xa hoi can trong
trwdc sy hw vo va tac hai clia ching, nhwng ciing con dé chi vé an dién va I1&i hiva cta
DPlrc Chaa Tréi, nhdm kéu goi xa hoi dén mét cach sbng tuy day thach thirc nhwng ciing
day niém vui va hy vong. DT nhién, s&¢ mang ctia Hoi thanh khéng chi la nhdm phé phan
ho&c dbi nghich véi mét sd nhirng gia tri va khai twong cta xa hoi, nhwng con 1a dé trinh
bay cho xa hoi nhirng gia tri va khai twong Co-déc ddc thu duwgc Birc Chua Troi bay té
qua Loi chia Ngai. Hoi thanh clia Birc Chua Trdi can phai 1a mét cong dong tin twéng
vao nhitng 16 hira clia Blrc Chia Troi dén do san sang hinh dung nhitng su kha thi
mé&i mé, dam bat chwédc theo gwong Dang Christ, va ngay ca c6 can ddm chip nhan

that bai trong nhirtng nd lwc cla minh. Diéu ma chung ta thwdng thay trong Héi thanh
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khéng phai la sy manh dan va sang tao, cling nhw khéng da tin twdng & twong lai nham
c6 can ddm chap nhan thét bai, tham chi vui mirng chip nhan thét bai, vi c& Phiuc Am.
Thay vao d6, didu ma chung ta thwong thay trong Hoi thanh 1a sw dé dat, rut ré, hep hoi,
phong thd, va qua lo so vé than phan, dia vi, va sy thé tuc héa dén ndi khdng dam hanh
déng nhw dang phai hanh dong.

Vé phuwong dién tén gido, Co-déc nhan dwoc kéu goi mang dire tin ctia minh vao
pham vi cdng doéng, cong bd dirc tin 6, va dam dwong ddu mao hiém trong sw tiép xdc
v&i nhirng tin ngwdng hodc y thirc hé khac, dé rdi trong céng viéc mao hiém doé co thé
kham pha y nghia clia sw thuan phuc Co-ddc trong nhirtng méi trwérng hoan toan méi va

129 Néu chung ta chéng ddi chd nghia da nguyén

trong nhirng van héa hoan toan khac.
tén gido va tuyén xwng Pirc Chua Gié-xu Christ 1a sy mac khai duy nhat va mang tinh
quyét dinh ctia Pirc Chaa Trdi cho toan thé nhan loai, nhw diéu ma HTTLVN tuyén
xwng, thi trong sw mac khai d6 dau 1a thai do thich hgp ma nguwdi tin hiru Co-ddc can
c6 dbi véi thanh vién clia nhirng ton gigo khac?'’

Va r6i cau héi cling sé |a chang ta lién hé Bic Chia Gié-xu Christ v&i nhivng tén
gido khac va céc tén gido khac véi Birc Chua Gié-xu Christ nhw thé nao? Céng tac cla
than hoc hoéi nhap la nham té ra tinh hoan vii cta sw kién Dang Christ trong bbi canh
cac tén gido clia con nguoi. Nhitng cau hdi ndy day chung ta dén tam diém sy tranh
luan vé y nghfa ctia st vu Co-dbc. “Than hoc tai A chau dién bién trong pham vi s vu.
VAan dé dat ra 1a sy truyén dat siv diép va y nghia vé Dirc Chia Gié-xu Christ cho thé
gi&¢i ngay hém nay.”131

Phac Am lién hé dén mdi mot diéu ndy trong nhivng cach khac nhau. Newbigin
c6 mot cai nhin vé cac tdn gido khac mang tinh xay dwng tich cuwc, xem cac tén gido
khac nhw khéi diém cho lién hé clia Co-déc nhan véi nhivng ngudi theo cac tin nguéng
khac. Ong goi y bén diém cho thai do ctia éng: (1) Co-ddc nhan can ton trong, tim kiém,
va chao don moi diu hiéu vé an dién cia Blrc Chua Trdi dang hanh dong trong doi
sbng clia nhirng ngudi chwa biét Blrc Chua Gié-xu la Chua. (2) Co-déc nhan can nang
nd cong tac véi ngudi ciia nhirng tin ngwdng khac trong tat ca cac dw an phu hop véi
hiéu biét ctia minh v& muc dich cta Birc Chaa Troi trong lich st nhan loai. (3) Ngay tai
chd cung dan than trong céng tac xa hoi nay sé xuét hién méi trwéng dé& Co-dbc nhan

mé& cudc dbi thoai chan thanh. Nguwdi theo nhivng tén gido khac sé kham pha dwoc rang
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Co-déc nhan dwoc hwéng dan béi diéu gi dé bao gébm ca tinh t6i hau va tinh dwong dai
hon la sy thanh céng cho dy an hién hanh. Va (4) t dé, déng gép trong yéu vao cudc
dbi thoai ctiia Co-ddc nhan la ké lai cAu chuyén, cau chuyén vé Pirc Chia Gié-xu, cau
chuyén Kinh Thanh. Phao-l6 cho biét rang chinh cau chuyén la quyén nang cla Dlc
Chua Trei cho sy ctru réi.">?

M6t 16i lAm ma nhiéu Co-dbc nhan trén thé gidi ndi chung, va Co-déc nhan tai
Viét Nam ndi riéng, la sy ché diéu, tham chi cé khi lang nhuc, niém tin cda ngudi khac,
ma nguyén nhan phan Ién la do s thiéu hiéu biét. Trong vong cac Co-dbc nhan, thi
didu nay gay ra biét bao chia ré, |a diéu ma Phao-16 da qué trach ndng né Hoi thanh tai
Co-rinh-t6. Nhwng déi véi nhirng ngwdi chwa tin thi diéu nay khién ho chéng déi, mang
ac cdm va xa lanh Phic Am cta Birc Chaa Troi. Khi ching ta ché giéu va lang nhuc
niém tin, tin ngwéng ctia nhirtng ngwoi khac, khién ho xa lanh Phic Am cia Birc Chua
Tr&i thi chang ta can biét rang “huyét vo toi clia ho sé dé lai trén dau chang ta.” Thai do
clia Chua Gié-xu, clia cac St db, va clia tat ca nhirtng Co-déc nhan tin kinh khi tiép xtc
v&i ngudi khdng cung dire tin 1a thai do khiém nhu trong tinh yéu dé qua dé boc 16 duoc
tinh yéu hi sinh ca dén sy séng clia Pirc Chla Trdi nham dwa dan ho vé véi anh sang
chan ly. Ngoai sw hoc hdi, suy niém v& Phic Am ciia Birc Chaa Troi thi Co-ddec nhan
con phai can than tim hiéu niém tin ctia nhirtng ngwdi chung quanh, néu muén 16 chirng
ctia minh cé thé di vao Idng ngwdi nghe. Piéu nay ciling s& nhac nhé nhirng ngudi dang
ho&c bat dau bwdc vao cong tac truyén ba Phic Am cho nhitng ngudi & nhivng nén van
hoa khac can trong va tranh dwoc nhitng yéu khuyét ma hau qué cla chung cé anh
hwéng tiéu cwe 1au dai trén cac thé hé ké tiép.

Co-déc nhan Viét Nam ching ta can bd thai do tw ton (Ia vé boc cla thai do tw
ti),"*® néu chuing ta muén thi hanh s vu “trong phwong cach ctia Dang Christ.” Diéu ma
chung ta sé& phai trao chuyén cho tha nhan Ia tin tirc tét lanh cta Blrc Chua Troi: do 1a
tinh yéu cGia Birc Chua Troi cho thé gidi trong Blrc Chia Gié-xu Christ. Ching ta can
lam chiéng vé&i niém tin quyét rang Blrc Chua Gié-xu Christ 1a Chaa va Ctu Chua, 1a
con dwdng duy nhat dén véi Thwong Bé, nhung véi cung cach va thai d6 yéu thwong
va khiém nhu. Bay ciling la tinh than tam linh cta ngudi Viét Nam. Thyc thi si vu cho
dan téc clia chung ta véi tinh than tam linh Viét Nam sé cé thé “mang dén mét cudc bién
cai trong Co-dbc nhan ciing nhw trong nhirng ngudi cla cac tén gido khac.”'** Nhu Burc

Chua Troi da sai phai Con Ngai vao trong thé gian, khong phai dé doan xét thé gian,

132 Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society, 180-3.

133 Nguy&n Hiru Cuong, 27.
134 Song, Third-Eye Theology: Theology in Formation in Asian Setting, 26.
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nhung dé thé gian nhor Ngai ma dwoc clru (Gidng 3:17), thi ban chét siv diép ma chung
ta rao truyén 1a tinh yéu, chi khéng phai két an. “Chung ta dwoc kéu goi dé lam ching
nhan, khéng phai dé doan xét.”'>>

Két Luan

Dan toc Viét Nam can dwoc nghe théng diép tinh yéu ctia Thwong Dé rang
Thwong Bé da lam ngwdi, ring Dao mang lay nhuc thé, 1a Pao Thé," khong chi 1a &
Bétléhem hai ngan nam truwéc, nhung con |a ngay bay gid tai Viét Nam. Diéu nay goi y
rang kinh nghiém vé sw nhap thé ctia Pirc Chia Con can mang biéu hién, hinh thirc va
tinh cach Viét Nam. Va do dé, tin nhan Viét Nam can thé hién dc tin Co-ddc qua
nhirng biéu hién, hinh thirc va tinh cach Viét Nam ctia minh. Tuy nhién, sy chuyén hoan
cac kinh nghiém nay khéng chi gi¢i han & cac hinh thirc ngdn ngi, nghi thirc va nhirng
biéu hién cé thé thdy dwoc. N6 can dung dén moét sw dan than xuét phat ti long cla
nhirng con ngudi “séng, ddng va cd” trén dat nwdc Viet Nam, mot dat nwéc da trai qua
bao thang trdm cla cudc sbng. Sy chuyén hoan ndy doi héi mot than hoc co thé khéi
xwéng va khuyén khich mét cudc hanh trinh ctia Phic Am tir x&¢ s& Do Thai dén xt s&
Viét Nam. Than hoc d6 sé dwoc goi la than hoc Viét Nam. N6 la sy suy niém Phuc Am
cta nhirng Co-dbc nhan Viét Nam trong chinh hoan canh séng cta minh vé&i hai muc
dich song hanh va hé twong: nhdm thay ré y nghia st diép Phic Am clia Birc Chua
Gié-xu Christ trong béi canh van hoa dac thu clia minh, va ddng thoi qua d6 cé thé rao
truyén s diép Phuc Am cho nhitng nguwdi chwa tin cach hiéu qua. N6 1a mét than hoc
dwoc cwu mang va thwc hién tlr trong bdi canh séng Viét Nam. Khoéng ai c6 thé thuc
hién trong trach ndy cach dung dan, day du, va thich hop cho bang nhirtng Co-dbc nhan
Viét Nam.

Coéng tac hoi nhap 1a mot cdng tac khoé khan va doi héi nhiéu thoi gian, cdng stre
va ngay ca mang sdng cta chung ta. Tuy nhién, Co-déc nhan Viét Nam chung ta,
nhirng ngudi dang sbng trén manh dat ndy, phai chuyén tam chu toan trach nhiém cach
dep long Blrc Chaa Trei, nhw ngudi lam céng khéng ché trach duwoc, ngay thang gidi

bay I&i ciia chan ly (2 Tim 2:15).

3% Darrell L. Guder, Lecture on “Mission in Jesus Christ's Way [San Antonio 1989, Manila 1989]’
(Princeton Theological Seminary, December 2, 2002).

% Theo cach dién dat cia Muc suw Gido sw V6 Ngoc Thién An, “Lecture Notes” (Vién Than Hoc Viét
Nam, 1999).
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